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SUBJECT: CIPEC MINISTERIAL MEETING 

REF: KINSHASA 3905 (NOTAL) 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE ZAIRIAN DEPARTMENT OF 
MINES, NGONGO SULUBIKA, THE THIRD ANNUAL CIPEC MINISTERIAL MEETING 
WILL 

OPEN IN KINSHASA JULY 3, RUNNING UNTIL EITHER JULY 5 OR 6. THE 
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MEETING, 

FOR WHICH NO AGENDA HAS YET BEEN SET, IS TO BE HELD IN KINSHASA'S 
NEW WORLD TRADE CENTER. THE PRELIMINARY EXPERTS MEETING IS SET TO 
BEGIN JUNE 24. NGOGO DECLINED TO COMMENT ON WHAT MIGHT BE DISCUSSED. 
AT THE MEETING, SAYING IT WAS THE JOB OF THE EXPERTS MEETING TO SET 
THE AGENDA. 
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2. SINCE LAST MONTH'S SHABA INVASION, ZAIRE’S POSITION CONCERNING 
PRODUCTION CUTBACKS MAY WELL HAVE CHANGED. WHEREAS PREVIOUSLY THE 
GOZ HAD PAID LIP SERVICE TO CUTS, GOING ALONG WITH ZAMBIA AND PERU, 
THERE WAS ONLY LIMITED LIKELIHOOD THAT THE CUTS WOULD ACTUALLY BE 
ENFORCED. NOW, FACED WITH THE DEFACTO ENFORCEMENT OF THEIR PROMISED 
15 PER CENT CUT CAUSED BY THE WAR, THE GOZ IS MORE LIKELY TO ARGUE 
STRONGLY 

FOR ACROSS THE BOARD PRODUCER CUTS TO PUSH UP COPPER PRICES. (IN 
FACT, SOZACOM, THE STATE OWNED MARKETING COMPANY, HAS ALREADY 
DECLARED A 50 PER CENT FORCE MAJEURE). IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT SOZACOM 
HAS 

SUDDENLY SHOWN AN INTEREST IN THE CIPEC MEETING, IN SHARP CONTRAST 
TO THEIR EARLIER INDIFFERENCE. THIS IS ALL THE MORE STRIKING GIVEN 
THE COMPLETE LACK OF PRESS PLAY THE MEETING HAS RECEIVED HERE, THE 
ONE AND ONLY MENTION SO FAR HAVING COME IN EARLY APRIL. 

CUTLER 
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